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Aircrew of Distinction

On 14 August 1981, Lt Col Richard G. Hellier was

flying an F-111D on an incentive flight for a crew
chief. While demonstrating the automatic terrain-
fallowing system to his passenger, Colonel Hellier
noticed the wheel-well-hot caution light illuminate.
He began an immadiate climbing turn back to his
home fiald while he did the boldface emergency
procedures. He lowarad the landing gear 1o avold a
possible tire fire and explasion, and he declared an
emergancy. Colongl Hellier's wingman rejoinsd
and, at first, did not sea any fire or smoke. But altera
couple of minutes, the wingman reported light
smake or vapor coming from the whaal well.

Colonel Helllar thien noticed that tha left engine oil
pressura gage was stuck at the upper limit. Shortly
alterwards, all televised flight instrument displays
flashed twice and went blank. At the same time, the
tlight contrals abruptly pulsed as the left generator
failed. while trying to analyze erratic indications on
his anging instruments, Colonel Hellier saw the left
engina’s fire warning light flash. He shut down the
left engine -and discharged the fire extinguishing
agent. The lire.detecting circuits for bath engines
failed their integrity checks. The fusslage fire-
delecting circull chacked OK at first, but then it
failed.

Approaching a high extended glide psth to the
runway, Colonel Hellier lowered the siats and fiaps
for & single-engine approach, After the flaps wera
extanded, the aircralt abruptly yawed left as the
yaw-dampor caution light lit up. Colonel Hellier
turned off the yaw damper and decided to engage
the approach-end arresting cable, He extendad the
arrasting hook and directed his passonger to stow
loose cockpil equipment. When he checked the
caution light panel to snsure the hook was down,
Colonal Hellier noticed that the utility-hydraulic-hot
coution light had also illuminated, indicating im-
pending utility hydraulic system failure.

Flying on one engine, with the yaw damper off,

Lt Col Richard G. Helller
524 TFTS, 27 TFW
Cannon AFB, NM

Colonael Hollier maimained a smooth glide path to a
successful approach-end cable angagent. His alert
and decisive action, togethar with his supsrb flying

skill, resuited in recovering the aircraft with fitle

damage and provented possible serous injury. Lt
Col Richard G. Helliar has sarned the Tactical Air
Comymand Aircrew of Distinction award. =
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chock talk ..incidents and incidentals with a maintenance slant.
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Ever wonder whether you're likely 1o have a heart attack? The American Heart
Association has eslimated risk levels based on factors usually associated with
heart disease. Add your scores for each category and compare your total to the ear
estimated risk as follows:

s Attack

12-17  Below average
18-24  Average -
25-31 Moderate risk R k
3240 Dangerous ' l!;
41-62  Urgent—if you have not consulted your doctor about your heari's health

recently, do it now.
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TAC Safety Awards

SrA Edmond A. Ranalletti

Cocw Chief Sefety Awerd

SH&Emanmmhﬂﬂammﬂh‘nﬂnmr
of tha Tactical Air Command Crew Chisl Safaty
Award. Airman Ranalletti |s an F-16 crew chisl with
the 474th Aircraft Generation Squadron, 474th Tacti-
cal Fighter Wing, Nellis Alf Force Base, Nevada
Airman Ranallettl helped a fellow crew chiel and
two aircrews when the etmergency power unit (EPL)
of an F-16 fired on the ground,

wmhm;umnflaunmmg his airoraft,

of the smergency and directed him to taxi from the
area. Ha then signaled the pilot of the other aircrsft to
‘shut down and ciimb out of the airplane as fasi as
possible. By then the olher crew chief had fallen to

nrnmd from exposurs to hydrazine exhaiist
a8, Knowing the fisk, Alrman Ranalletti entered
the hazardous area and pulled his fellow crew chief to

%

Mrmm Ranalletli's courage, quick thinking, and
direct action In & dangerous situation make him more
than desorving of the Taoctical Air Command Crew
Chisf Satety Award.

18

Individeal Sefety Awerd

Msm“ Wit R BowsTtan is this month's winner
ol the Tactical Alr Command Individual Safety Award,
Sargeant Bolstad is wing weapons safsty NCO, 27th
Tactical Fighter Wing, Cannon Air Force Base, New
Mexico. Sergeant Bolstad's logical thinking provenisd
possible damage to other landing alrcrafl from debris
on the runway after a landing mishap by an F-111D
gircraft,

Sergeant Bolstad was performing routine duties at
night when an alrcraft blew & maln gear tire on
{anding. While helping investigate, Sergeant Bolstad
leamed that anofher aircraft had recaived tail bumper
damage. He then reasoned that a lorsign obiect from
the sircraft with faill bumper damage may have
caused the second aircraft 1o blow its tire. Ha
checked and found thal the tail-bumper-damaged
aircrafl had landed 15 minutes before the aircraft
which blew its tire, He notified the command post, and
two aircrafi that wera still in the alr at the time of the
mishap were diverted to another base. The runway
was closed for three hours and inspectad. Debris was
found, as Sergeant Bolstad had suspected.

Sergesnt Bolstad's knowledge and quick thinking
enabled him 1o see the danger in the situation and
react, praventing possible damags to other landing
aircraft. He is desarving of the Tactical Air Command
Individual Safoty Award.

MSgt Willlam R. Bolstad

MARCH 1982



Weapons Sefety Award of the Luattes

Chrr Prawe J. Byans is the teciplent of the
Taclical Air Command Weapans Safety Award for

ol 100 Capln Oy o vesprs o

safety officer for the 347th Alrcralt  Seuad
ron, 347th Tactical Fighter Wing, Moody
mmummmmmmﬁ
to-day efforts in making safety an Integrul part of his
combat-oriented matntenance organization.
wmwawwmh
mwmmﬂh?wmw
then briefed on all wmwlﬁmm

lmrarm]nln?ﬂmdlﬂ'ﬁ‘ﬂ s
He, In tumn, joined them in E
Wmmmm_mh
RED FLAG deployments, cioss air support to Fort
Benning, mmmmm ‘Gunnary
Competition, Gunsmoke '81. ished & weekly
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Down to Earth
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CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

TAC FTR/RECCE
TEW

31 TTW 1 5 s

49 TFW 8] 48 FIs

355 TTW #1318 FIS
474 TFW 3| 87 FIS

TAC-GAINED FTR/RECCE TAC-GAINED AIR DEFENSE - TAC/GAINED Other Units

(182 TAs6__ (ano)}
31193 ECG (ANG) §
26 ADS

(102 FIW
777 Fi
125 FIG

188 TFG
138 TFG
917 TFG 57 | |
16 TFW (ANG) § B0 119 FIG & 142 FIG 34( 110 TASG X13) |

[434 TFW (AFR) 01 144 FIW | USAFTAWC

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE 81/80
~ (BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
% US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1981 —735-019 /10
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